
1955/04/30 


WLE Date 


1 torm PS-4'1 2 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


FROM : PARIS 

PRIORITY 

CLASSIFICATION - Tc 


'SECRET 


PATE .- April 30, 1955 l*+00 
No. : 688 

RECEIVED : May 1, 1955 2055 

■f. 

Typed: May 2, 1955 1150 


PRIORITY 


; SENT DEPT Vft3 RPTD INFO SAIGON 688 

LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 

FROM GIBSON FOR YOUNG 

N 

Following is message drafted evening April 28 at Nice after first 
interview Bao Dai* Resume given Young "by telephone that evening. Could 
not transmit telegraphically from Nice as lack American personnel there 
'made, it impossible encode. 

« h . , . . i * * 

i Pursuant Department's instructions Paris NIACT 3837 rptd Nice as 26, 
Gibson limited opening remarks to arguments already presented to persuade 
.Bao Dai not take irremediable action until Department's studies completed 
and Collins return Saigon* 

lao Dai replied he had refrained from action April 28 at our urgent 
request and on understanding we would come to Cannes and give him 
Department's views. Now we asked him to wait again when serious disorders 
had broken out in Saigon and over one hundred of his compatriots had been 
killed and hundreds more wounded since the previous day. He could therefore 
no longer d&lay at least minimum action required to stop shooting lest 
present diaster develop into general civil war. ' ' 

Only feasible way to do this; Bao Dai said, is to withdraw emergency 
military powers given Diem which made him commander in chief of Vietnamese 
armed forces in lao Dai's place. Bao Dai's intention is to withdraw ' V 
these powers thus preventing army taking armed action at Diem's orders | 
and contrary to terms truce and understanding with Collins and. Ely. * 

Withdrawal military powers from Diem does not affect his position as 
Prime Minister which remains unchanged. . 

Military powers could be withdrawn by telegraphic order. but this 
would be serious blow to Diem cause him to lose face and prestige as head 
of govt. Bao Dai stated therefore he would ^e^thqnmeans designed to 
retain, as much prestigefas^jtoAsible a 







At our request for more precise details lao Dai would only say that 
he vould take steps within few hours after consultation his advisors. 

Steps vould hear in mind United States views given to him over past 
weeks . He stated action should not be interpreted in any sense as violating 
principle of cooperation with United States but was necessitated by desperate 
circumstances requiring emergency action. Lack of response from Washington 
to plans submitted week ago made it impossible await customary coordination. 

' ' ' • . \ 

We remarked that removing of military powers from Diem might permit 
sects to take over control and that this mist be avoided at all cost. 

Bao Dai replied that be vould give his personal guarante they would be 
controlled. . He was sending personal emissary to Saigon immediately with 
message to sects ordering them do nothing during period Diem has relinquished 
control of army, lao Dai furthermdore stated that he vould adhere to 
intention removing Binh Xuyen from control Saigon police. This must not 
be done .by Diem now by force. Necessary additional steps vould be taken 
to prevent sects from appearing to.be winners in current struggle. 

Then we argued again that Department's studies were about finished 
and Collins was about to depart for Saigon and could he not wait before 
taking decisive step he replied in negative., Steps to.be taken now would . 
not be decisive but would be designed U+&JLj t* if cease fire 

djdxrat and not to remove Diem from power. vBao Dai said that it was 
essential to any steps he now. took that Embassy Saigon not do anything to 
interfere or give an appearance of backing one side or other. Diem had 
continued to claim that United States was behind his action against 
Saigon police and other recent' steps he had taken contrary to lao Dai's 
orders and understanding with Collins and Ely. Diem's brother Luyen who 
is still at Cannes made similar .allegations April 27 to Bao Dai. We .. 
told Bap Dai truth pointing out that on contrary Embassy Saigon had made 
repeated efforts have truce respected. 


To resume, in Bao Dai's conception of present action there are two 
major phases i First is to put into 'immediate effect emergency steps to 
bring about cease fire, would be of purely military rather than political 
character, will be designed to involve .little loss of face as possible to 
Diem gm± and govt and to provide as little encouragement as possible to 
sects lest latter become unmanagebble in phase two of plan which calls 
for their virtual obliteration as separate entities and in corporation into 
govt and national army. This phase will be carried out unilaterally by 
Bao Dai immediately. Second is to put into effect, long range plan for 
_ political reform along lines Bao Dai plan submitted last week. This will 
' involve prolonged consultation with Vietnamese leaders United States and 


France. After returning to Consulate at Nice Nguyen De called to report 
that Bao Dai had decided on details of first phase and had put it into 
effect. Involved transmission three telegrams to Saigon first addressed 
to Diem second to Vietnamese people (including sects) and third to national 
army. Texts 'were immediately released to press. , Object of calling Diem 1 


to France May 3 before others is to preserve his face and m ake it clear 
that he is consulting with Vietnamese leaflggfo afraBfk fBFff side and on 
special level above that who are being 

summoned to be here May 5 ♦ 1 \adllg of «l^i^§^raiT?^signed to be . 
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/ • severe enough to cause cease fire , is concilatory^enogh to Diem to ipreserve 
his position as head of govt not for at least time of consultation . Bao 
Dai lb ' sending of personal plane to fetch Diem designed same purpose . ‘ 

V ; 

/ Pursuant Young's verbatim instructions over telephone I remained, 

Nice to deliver further message to Bao Dai Vhich I vas told being sent 
Nice by Department. J 
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